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Cover Picture
The cover photograph complements two articles – the one on Durban and 
that about the trek ox.  It was taken near ‘Darby’s Corner’ (W.H. Darby 
traded in the 1870s and early 1880s on the corner of West and Field 
Streets, where the ABC Shoe Shop was in later years).

The only building it has been possible to identify is the first store 
of Messrs Payne Bros (on Erf 17 Block D, more or less where the 
OK Bazaars was later built).  It is the flat-facaded building beyond the 
second double-storeyed building visible west of Field Street.
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Editorial
Continuity and Discontinuity
Does a community’s sense of the past stretch back seamlessly over time or are there 
definite moments to which people can point as marking a distinct beginning or ending? 
Like its predecessors, this issue of The Natal Society’s journal seeks to chronicle 
important aspects of the life and development of the people of this province. Yet even 
as one says that, one is struck by the reality that what is today the province of KwaZulu-
Natal was once a kingdom, then a Voortrekker republic, then a British colony and 
then a constituent province of first the Union and subsequently the Republic of South 
Africa. Even within this latter existence there is the huge distinction between what is 
now KwaZulu-Natal under a democratic constitutional dispensation and the racially 
divided entities which existed between 1961 and 1994 as Natal and KwaZulu. Each of 
these changes suggests a moment of discontinuity and then of re-creating a sense of 
connectiveness with the previous reality.

Sharon Dell’s article in this volume describes the essentially political and legalistic 
processes which have led to the formation of the new University of KwaZulu-Natal, 
complete with new management structure, symbols and regalia. Perhaps there are those 
who look at the fusion of the former Universities of Durban-Westville and Natal largely 
as a matter of fulfilling current political imperatives and do not see the powerful symbol-
ism between uniting the former (Indian) university college on Salisbury island in Durban 
harbour with the (white) Howard College on the Durban Berea. The new UKZN goes 
a long way to re-establishing continuity in higher education between black, white and 
Indian communities in the province after the division and discontinuity that marked the 
apartheid years. The Indian community’s sense of these hurts and struggles is captured 
in Uma Dhupelia-Mestrie’s book which is also reviewed in this volume.

There are two other articles which relate particularly to changes over time insofar 
as they concern Durban, both the city and the harbour. Nigel Hughes’s Paintings of 
the Bay of Natal, reviewed in this issue, describes the changes from ‘pristine’ man-
grove forest to economic powerhouse, while Adrian Koopman reminds us that names 
themselves are a valuable signpost to our sense of past. Durban is now a part of the 
eThekweni Metropolitan municipality, but both the English and the Zulu names are 
themselves just two of the vast variety of names given by the people who have lived in 
this cosmopolitan African city and seaport and who, by naming, capture their sense of 
belonging to a wider community. 

The settler continuity prevailed in Natal from 1842 to 1994, and the articles on the trek 
ox and the development of the Allerton Laboratory as a centre of research in veterinary 
science both point to this sense of the province as an entity which required to be won 
back from nature before being launched on a path of economic development. Bill Bizley 
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evokes the slow pace, the dust, sweat and camaraderie of those who drove the trek oxen 
from the port to the interior with their precious cargoes. Brian Davies reminds us of the 
work of four dedicated men – two English, one German and one Swiss – in bringing the 
new veterinary science to bear on the unprecedented disaster of the rinderpest.   

It is perhaps also worth commenting on the current discontinuity which still prevails 
in the province of KwaZulu-Natal. The year 1994 marked for many a radical break with 
the past, signifying a new beginning in which all could claim equal rights of citizenship 
without distinction of race or creed. This meant seeing the past as in many ways discon-
nected from the present and the future, but the disparate urges both to recreate the past 
of the Zulu Kingdom and the need to accommodate a new democratic dispensation have 
not to date been resolved in a unifying provincial constitution. A political stalemate still 
exists and the provincial constitution will perhaps have to wait a few more years before 
it can become an expression of a common vision of what the people of this province 
see as their future. The symbolism of past and future also imbues the recently unveiled 
statue to Chief Albert Luthuli (as described by Moray Comrie in this volume) and sug-
gests that just such a common vision may not be that far away.  

Similarly, the Natal Society and this journal Natalia will be looking for a new 
relevance and new missions which connect them both to the past where white English 
speakers were politically and economically dominant in the province, and to the future 
where a black political majority creates a new sense of community within a multi-cultural 
polity governed by a Bill of Rights for all individuals. Institutions which were at home 
in the continuity of the past now have to explore new ways of re-connecting with the 
post-1994 reality. Jewel Koopman gives important pointers in this direction by describ-
ing the location of book collections of the Natal Society in the University’s Alan Paton 
Centre and Struggle Archives. Such a combination of forces provides an institutional 
framework in which both the past and the present can be connected in a new and vibrant 
institution of scholarship dedicated to serving all the people of KwaZulu-Natal.  

MARK STEELE
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